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*An Important Note: 

Information in this training is condensed and streamlined and meant for 
parents/guardians new to the IEP process. For additional information, 
please visit our website: www.raisethebarn.org

The following examples are taken from IEPs in Clark County, Nevada and 
any identifiable data has been blackened out

http://www.raisethebarn.org/


What is an IEP?

Individualized Education Program (IEP): Legal document defining the 

specialized instruction, services, and support a child whose disability impacts their 
learning needs to succeed in school 

An IEP meeting: Held at least annually (more frequently if changes needed)

An IEP meeting will include the following team members:
• Parent/Guardian
• Special Education Teacher
• General Education Teacher
• Local Education Agency (LEA)
• Others, as appropriate (speech, therapists, advocate, student, etc.)



IEP Meetings occur at least once a year
 Revisions to IEP to make changes may occur throughout the year

A Three-Year-Evaluation occurs every 3 years or at parent/guardian’s request 
Goal: Determine if a student’s needs have changed + determine if 
special education services are still warranted

 

Meetings



Upcoming Meeting Information



Page 2: Meeting Participants
This page includes all who attend the meeting



Page 3: Procedural Safeguards
• This information helps ensure that parents/guardians/students understand their special education rights 
• This is a separate document you will receive during your annual IEP 
• You will be asked to sign this page during your annual IEP meeting
• Procedural Safeguard Info

https://doe.nv.gov/offices/inclusive-education/policies-and-procedures


Assessments, Present Levels, Effect Statement
Let’s break this document down into three sections

Pre-K Example

This example lists the 
assessments used to 
determine cognitive 
functioning in Pre-K (i.e. 

early literacy, math, and 
dramatic play)

1st Column:
Assessments used

2nd Column:
Data/Results

3rd Column:
Effect Statement

2nd Column:
Assessment Results 



Assessments, Present Levels, Effect Statement
2nd Grade Example

Column 1 includes any assessment 
used to gather data for Column 2

This can include assessments pertaining to:
Academics (Reading, Writing, Math, etc.)
Communication and Language
Social Emotional, Behavior, Social Skills, Study Skills
Functional/Adaptive Skills (Self-Help, etc.)
Fine/Gross Motor Skills
Etc.

Column 1 

Column 2 

This example shows assessments 
used for Language/Communication



Assessments, Present Levels, Effect Statement (cont.)

Column 2:
Assessment Results/Present Levels 

Column 2 = The results from 
assessments used in Column 1



Assessments, Present Levels, Effect Statement (cont.)

Column 3 = Explains how 
disability affects learning and 
participation in general 
education curriculum 

Also gives an idea of how 
students function relative to 
their same-aged peers without 
an IEP (what kids should be doing 

at this age)

Also known as “impact 
statement”

Column 3:
Effect Statement



Note:

The number of pages of “Present Levels” will vary according to the amount of 
information necessary to paint a good picture of the student. My IEPs tended to 
be very lengthy because I take a ton of data. 

The next section that follows will be the “Strengths, Concerns, Interests 
and Preferences” section



Strengths, Concerns, Interests and Preferences

What are the 
student 
strengths?

What are the 
parent concerns?

What does the student like?
***Parents, this part is really important for school and at home. We need to know what the student LIKES and 
LOVES. I give my students frequent “reinforcer assessments” to determine what they enjoy. You can really help 
teachers by providing a thorough list. Make sure to include the one item that they love the most, for example, 
they may cry/become upset when you remove the item.



Strengths, Concerns, Interests and Preferences
Seven questions that must be answered during IEP Meeting

1- If this is checked 
“Yes”, a Behavior 
Intervention Plan (BIP) 
is needed

2- Is assistive technology 
needed?

3-6 Does child have 
visual or hearing deficits 
or limited English



Strengths, Concerns, Interests and Preferences (cont)
Seven questions that must be answered during IEP



Goals Pages
If there are deficits in a particular area, goals will be written to address those deficits

Annual Goal (to be 
obtained by next 
year’s annual IEP 
meeting)
This student has 
cognitive and language 
deficits. 

Box will be checked if 
goal needs to be 
worked on during 
ESY (summer)

Benchmarks/Objectives: annual goal is broken down into sections 

There should be a goal to address each deficit area

Who will work on goals



Method for Reporting Progress
Sent home to parents/guardians 4x per school year

Parent will receive an IEP 
Progress Report four 
times during the school 
year



Special Education Services

Deficit areas

Where will student
 be provided services

How much time spent
working on deficit area



Supplementary Aids and Services
What accommodations or modifications does the 

student require to be successful?



Related Services
Other services like speech, occupational/physical therapy, transportation



Participation in Statewide and/or 
District-wide Assessments

Begins in 3rd Grade

More on this in another training



Extended School Year Services (ESY)
Summer School

• The IEP team determines if ESY is warranted
• Students who have difficulty retaining skills over the summer months would benefit



Placement 

*Students with disabilities should be included in the general education program to the 
maximum extent possible. Removing a student from the general education only occurs if 
the nature or severity of the disability is such that education in general education classes 
using supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved adequately. This is the Least 
Restrictive Environment (LRE) and is determined by the IEP team.

There are “continuum of placement” options. Examples:

General Education Class (no removal)
Combination of General Education & Special Education Class (eg. Resource Room)
Self-Contained Program
Special School
Residential
Hospital
Home

Least Restrictive

Most Restrictive



Placement Page (cont.)

The IEP team will justify the placement here by answering 6 questions

How much time 
spent in general ed

What placement is chosen

For this example, self-contained

More info about this in 
Another training



IEP Implementation Page
This is where you will agree or disagree with the IEP and sign

This is the last page of IEP



The End
I tried to condense and simplify this information. There is  
more to know.

Please visit: www.raisethebarn.org for upcoming trainings 

Contact drquinney@raisethebarn.org for more info

Thank you for taking the time to learn about reading IEPs. 
This is crucial for all parents.

http://www.raisethebarn.org/
mailto:drquinney@raisethebarn.org


Thank you to the following clip art designer:

Clip Art
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